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\ & Only a few days ago, at an European
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. ¥vause no man who has gone for the pole
& o has been backed by sufficient money to
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Peary has agdin tried for the pole
apd again failed .

S Wellman, on Spitzbergen, waited in

)

& tions of starting soon for that eternally

r
& that to-day there are scores of small ex-
s

+

wvain for a favorable wind in which to

"' head his airship for the same glistening |

congress of Amsctic explorers and de
" yotees, two men announced their inten-

frozen end of the earth.
" . Authorities on polar exploration say

' tions, heard of and followed only

BN by scientists, distributed about the. Arc- |

[

= has been lured into the pitiless depths
o of the white north by this same hope.
I For the past fifteen or twenty years
B here has beem among explorers what
-.' y properly be termed Polar mania.
8 Peary, Wellman, Nansen, Andre, the
- Duke of Abruxzi, Ceptain Sverdrup, An-
& thony Fiala—~Americans, Englishmen,

-?ﬂl""l negro, - have «set their faces

¢ty on it, metaphorically speaking.

i

ing the way to, the pole.

L passable barrier between the children of

_; ¥ The poetic answer would be, Yes.

e

tic circle, and nearly all buoyed - '
' the hope of ultimately making, 0. pownt- |

For four hundred years, nearly, man

I Germans, Ttalians, Scandinavians, Rus-
1 s, Belgians, Frenchmen, Danes, and

'l't,lrnly and stoutly toward the pole—
wapd failed to reach it

¢ Why?

& Because, in brief. natire, in her cruel-
est, most sterile. mood, has' set an im-

and the pole?
The prosaic, truthful answer is, Be-

‘enable him to “nail” the fag of his coun-

To put it more bluntly, if man had
L ot been so stingy with his money these
! Iast four hundred years, the pole, in all
robability, would have been discovered

the better part of them. would be
changed entirely, “in the twinkling of an
Ve

There would be no more “dashes” for
the pole. “Dashes"—what a familiar
word in connection with polar explora-
tion! Do you know why explorers have
invariably “dashed” for the pole? RBe-
cause they bave never had enough
money back of them to enable them to
go'for the pole with that slow but sure
persistence that is allconquering, The
word “dash” itself suggests limitations.
The explorer is ever 'conscious of the
fact that he has just so much, or, more
properly speaking, just so little. money
back of him, He knows that it will last
just a certain prescribed period. And
50 he establishes a base—remember, a
base—and one day he begins his “dash”
for the realization of his life's dream
gainst, yes, against the bitter cold and
the coming of the Arctic night. but,

above and beyond all, against the van- |

l;l:b:ofhip little hourd of the thing
that _. -‘

oen Prress,

Marion, Kentucky, Thursday, Jan. 3, 1907.
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her of bases would grow in direct pro-
portion to the total distance covered,
possibly faster.

As a besieging army creeps systemati-
cally upon a city, almost imperceptibly
at times, at other times finding it neces-
sary to bring up troops from the rear
or to send back for fresh munitions,
at still other times suffering temporary
sethacks, yet militant and confident of
ultimate wictory through it all, because
of strength and that open line of com-
munication, and an inexhaustible war
chest, so the ;n:pcditiun would creep
close to the pole. Then, and only then,
somewhat after the fashion of besiegers
at last keyed up to the pitch of storm-
ing a city's gates becanse of very prox-
imity to them, there would probably be
a real “dash” to—not for—the pole.
What a short “dash™ it would be, and
how pre-eminently successful! It would
simply be a foot race on the part of the
vanguard to see who would be the first
to throw his arms lovingly around the
fearfully frigid thing.

In the same fashian the south pole
would be brought within the domains of
civilization,

Now, when you step to think of it
there is nothing prepogterous in all this,
is' there? Rather, is there not all rea-
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returned from the north—Peary's; he
went thither in the “Roosevelt.”

What sheer foolhardiness to start out
in vessels wholly unfit, even when tink-
ered with, to withstand the onslaught
of the ice packs and the angriest of seas!
And yet, what sublimity! Men, know-
ing full well the unfitness of their bot-
toms, still turmm their faces northward
unhesitatingly, putting their lives in
jeopardy for possible fulfillment of a
dream!

This is not all. Men have gone pole-
ward illy provisioned, because their
money supply was scant. Hardly an ex-
plorer has left civilization with all the
scientific instruments absolutely needed
to make the expedition a success scien-
tifically, though no pole is reached. Un-
til recent years no expedition had suf-
ficient money to buy the services of
more than a handful of the very helpful
and essential Eskimo. But still the pole
has lured all of them, and with stout
hearts, throbbing high with hope in spite
of every discouragement (greater hope
than the Arctic explorer has no man),
they have tried for the pole, and many,
a very great many, considering the num-
ber of possibilities, have reaped the pen-
alty of hope more wonderfully glowing

than the Aurora Borealis itself, It is

the same as the wages of sin.

What picayune sums of money »»v
been handed out (that's the right ex-
pression, “banded out” as you would
hand out a slice of bread and cold meat
to a tramp) to the brave darers of the
bitter north.

To Nansen, mostly by the Norwegian
government, $125,000, to build apd fit
out the “Fram" for her famous drifting
expedition which landed him “fartherest
north” Suppose he had had ten times
that sum at his disposal, would “farther-
est north” have been that point in deed
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